
“Education, legislation and —
if no other choice — litigation.”
That is how Rabbi A. D. Motzen,
Agudath Israel’s Ohio regional
director, summed up Agudah’s
three-pronged, national initiative
to prevent unnecessary autopsies
and promote proper kavod
hameis. “But education is a two-
way street,” said Rabbi Motzen.
“We also need to educate our
community, our rabbis, and bur-
ial societies so that they know
what coroners are legally
allowed, and in some cases,
required to do.”

The audience he was speaking
to included more than a dozen
pathologists, toxicologists and
investigators from the Franklin
County Coroner’s office in
Columbus, Ohio. They were
joined by representatives of the
local frum community.

The March 16 presentation
was the culmination of several
months of dialogue between
Rabbi Motzen and Jack

Sudimack, chief investigator of
the coroner’s office. Franklin
County had gone out of its way to
be sensitive to the needs of the
frum community in a homicide
case last summer in which
Agudath Israel intervened on
behalf of the family. Mr.
Sudimack felt however, that it
would be beneficial to share the
background and concerns of the
frum community to all staff mem-
bers and not simply rely on the
one or two people who dealt with
that case. Proving Sudimack’s
point, Dr. Bill Cox, the senior
pathologist who oversaw that
case, did not attend the presenta-
tion as he was recently named
the new Chief Deputy Medical
Examiner of Rhode Island.

Rabbi Elchonon Zohn, found-
ing director of the National
Association of Chevra Kadisha,
spoke eloquently about the
Jewish view of death, dignity of
the deceased, and autopsy. He
then walked the staff, step-by-

step, through a protocol he creat-
ed for cases where an autopsy
absolutely must be done. The
meeting ended with the coro-
ner’s office adopting Rabbi
Zohn’s protocol and asking that
the recording of the session be
used to train future employees.

Two of the attendees, Mrs.
Ellen Romanoff and Rabbi
Shimon Abrams, were designat-
ed as local community liaisons.
Also attending were Rabbis
Zack, Eisen, and Epstein of Torat
Emet, Rabbi Henoch Morris of
the Kollel and David Levy of
Epstein Funeral Home.

Agudath Israel was the driv-
ing force behind the legal protec-
tion Ohioans have to object to an
unnecessary autopsy on religious
grounds. More than twenty years
ago, Cleveland askanim Rabbi
Sruly Wolf and Harry Brown
fought for the original laws. Led
by Rabbi Motzen and with the
help of Senator David Goodman,
Agudah protected and strength-

ened the statute in 2005 when
the Coroner’s law was updated.
Since then, Agudath Israel has
initiated legislation in several

states and sponsored presenta-
tions to groups of coroners and
medical examiners in four states
around the country.
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with Tosh. He has spent a few
Shabbosos with the Rebbe and
has told the talmidim that it is
difficult to describe the awesome
experience of being in the pres-
ence of such a tzaddik on
Shabbos. A friend of the yeshivah

who also had the privilege to
spend Shabbos with the Rebbe
remarked that being in his prox-
imity has brought him to feel
closer to Hashem and has greatly
improved his davening. The
bachurim have been invited to
spend Shabbos with the Rebbe
whenever they wish.

The visits have enabled the
bachurim to have some idea how
one attains high levels in ruch-

niyus. One night the boys came
for a brachah for hatzlachah in
their learning, and they saw one
of the gabbaim come out with a
plate full of food.They asked him
if he was taking it to the Rebbe,
and the gabbai replied that he
was bringing it from the Rebbe.
The boys learned that the Rebbe
eats very little and sleeps very
little; he begins saying the entire
sefer Tehillim at one o’clock in the

morning. One gabbai told the
boys that the Rebbe hasn’t slept
on a bed in 40 years.

Parents of Doresh talmidim,
who came from out-of-town to
attend the recent Doresh
Shabbaton, also had the zechus to
visit the Rebbe.

When the Tosher chassidim
were packing up to take the
Rebbe back to Montreal before
Purim, the boys of Doresh rushed

to visit the Rebbe for last-minute
brachos. Two days after Purim,
the gabbaim called the yeshivah
to say, “We are on our way back
— hope to see you soon.” That’s
how close the kesher had become.
Soon, the boys were back at the
Rebbe’s tisch for shalosh suedos.

Yeshivas Doresh is accepting
applications for its fifth year. For
information, please call (216)
233-0065.

Yeshivas Doresh 
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R-L: Mr. Jack Sudimack, chief investigator, Franklin County Coroner’s
Office; Rabbi Elchonon Zohn; Rabbi A. D. Motzen


